New Puppy Shopping List

CRATE (kennel or cage): Buy size suitable for your dog when he is full grown. There are collapsible wire types or the enclosed plastic.

PUPPY GATE: Very useful for confining a not yet housetrained puppy to one room.

COLLAR: Nylon or Buckled collar. There are adjustable ones that last longer. Expect to buy more than one in your dogs during the growing stages. We do not recommend any type of choke or pinch collar at all.

A Gentle Leader head collar is strongly recommended. This humanely and effectively gives you control over your dog.

LEASH: Six foot leather, they last several lifetimes. Chain is not recommended. A 10 foot training line is also recommended for in and out of the house.

FOOD/WATER DISHES: Buy one for water and one for food. Stainless steel is the best and lasts the longest. There is less likelihood of your pet having any reactions to these bowls. They are also easy to clean.

FOOD: Obtain a small amount from your breeder to start off with.

FOOD TREATS: Avoid all highly coloured treats, corn and soy. These can cause hyperactivity, and possible skin problems in susceptible dogs. The are alot of natural treats available on the market. Read your labels.  My favourites for training are Benny Bulleys Dried Liver and Dick Van Paten’s Natural Balance rolls which come in lamb, beef and turkey flavours.  This is actually dog food and is also great for stuffing in toys.  

TOYS: You want to get chew toys you can stuff with goodies; kibble, treats. The best on the market are the KONG toys they come in many shapes and different sizes. Red coloured are for normal chewers and Black are for dogs who are extra hard chewers. Hollow tibia bones can be great chew toys. Pressed rawhide bones can be good but owners should make sure there are no knots for dog to chew off and swallow. Always supervise your dog or puppy when chewing any new toys so that you can learn what kind of chewer your dog is.  This will allow you to determine which toys he will be safe to chew unsupervised.

BRUSH/COMB: Suitable for your dog's coat. Ask your breeder or a dog groomer about the correct type.

TRAINING: Check into types of training classes available and when they start.

BOOKS: After your Get Your Puppy by Dr. Ian Dunbar

TIME: Time and patience are important when you are welcoming a puppy into your home. Please keep in mind he does not know what you want from him in the beginning and that he does not understand our language
