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Socialization

Socialization is no joke! This is one of the most important things we can teach our dog.  Take your dog everywhere with you that you can.  Once your dog is on the ground walking around, let him experience new places and things in a positive context.  Don’t protect him from strange approaching things, but try to help him view them as pleasant.  Give lots of treats when socializing, and always do the “jolly routine” around new places and people.  Ask people to pet your cute pup and always give a treat, if they want to hold him and you can feed your dog.  The key is volume and variety of people, places, things, noises, lights, crowds, etc.

Bite Inhibition

Puppies naturally bite.  This is the time, while their jaws are not fully developed, that they can learn that pressure of certain strength hurts human skin and other dogs.  Interrupt hard bites with a loud “OWWW”.  If they get excited and bite more, follow the “owe” with a time out (2 minute social isolation).  You must do this consistently to see results.  Continue until you get only soft bites and phase out all bites.

Handling

Your pup should get handling exercises 1- 2 x daily.  Work them into a regular schedule during your petting and cooing sessions and be sure to handle your dog all over and pair with treats and praise.  This is a prevention exercise, just because your dog is happy about it now does not mean he will continue to enjoy it as an adult.  

Anti-Jump

Remember what seems cute now as a pup may not be cute when the dog ages and the behaviour becomes more insistent and consistent.  The best way to combat jumping is to deny the dog exactly what they are seeking when they jump up, which is attention.  When you dog jumps up, simply turn your back and take a step away, give only attention for all 4 paws on the floor or a “sit”.  Practice greeting with pet, praise, treat and coo when they sit and I ignore if they jump.  For guests leash your dog and lure into a sit and let the dog nibble on treats while guests greet them.

Recall

The most important thing to remember is starting now never call your dog to you for anything your dog finds unpleasant!!  Go to them if you must do something unpleasant.    Practice calling “come” only when you have something exciting and fun like walks, dinner, a treat or a toy.  Remember to praise your dog for coming to you inside the house and when he comes to you even when you have not called him.
Crate Training/Placement

This is a nice way to train our dog to go to their “spot” as well as moving them off and on things and into and out of things, like the sofa and cars.  Practice “here” and point with your finger as you throw a morsel of food into the space where you want your dog to go.  You can use specific words for specific items if you like car, house, or mat.  Remember to praise them once they are in the spot.

Housetraining

When your dog poops or pees outside praise him and give him a special treat.  When you are home take puppy out every hour. Also take him out after he eats, drinks, plays or wakes from a nap.  When you cannot supervise your dog for short periods put him in his crate.  Remember, as soon as you let him out he will probably need to pee. 

Praise

Don’t forget to praise excitedly and often.  Notice the good things and praise.  Give instructive information to your dog.
Consequences

Effectively teach your dog what you want him to do.  If your dog sees you as his leader the most powerful negative consequence to your dog is for you to ignore him.  Reward the dog for doing what you do want, even when he is just lying quietly.  Withhold rewards until you get what you want from your dog like; you will not get your toy until you sit.  The simple action of luring or requesting an out of control dog through a set of sits, downs and come-here is often effective in chilling them out and letting them understand you are in control of the situation.
Quick Puppy Basics


To start with


Dogs concern themselves with what is safe and what is dangerous.  They have no concept of what is right and wrong.


Dogs don’t do thing out of spite or jealousy please do not impart human values on them.


Dogs are predators, they want to chase, catch and chew.  


Most behaviours that we see a problem are natural for a dog.  Most behaviours that we want from a dog is unnatural for the dog.


Dogs learn from their experiences, be it good or bad.  They are likely to repeat a behaviour if something good happens while they are less likely to repeat a behaviour if something bad happens.


Dogs are pack animals and it is important that they see you as a leader if you want him to take the lead from you.


Believe it or not dogs were not born with the desire to please us otherwise why would they chew up our stuff!  Dogs do what works.


Motivate your dog to work for you by using strong motivators like food, retrieve, games and toys.


Equipment


Food rewards			A flat buckle collar			Gentle Leader		


Nylon leash			Nylon long line 15’-30’ long 		Baby gates


A crate (multiple crates are helpful for the car, family room, bedrooms, etc)


These are management tools that are effective while you are training your dog.


Your dog’s future


Think 100% management.  If you cannot supervise what your dog is doing, put him in his crate.  The consequences of the dog’s actions can affect his future behaviour.  The dog will learn with or without our input or direction.


If you plan to take your dog with you into public situations you will need to teach him in these areas.  Just because you have taught your dog to sit perfectly at home does not mean he will do it at the veterinarian’s office or out on the street.  The same goes for your housetraining.  Dogs do not understand that all the rules apply in all areas and situations unless we have taught them.


Consistency among the whole family is important.  One family member can unknowingly ruin work that others are doing.


In order to be successful in training and living with your dog, he must clearly understand that we are the leaders.


Focus on reward for the desired behaviour. Stop unwanted behaviour and redirect him to do what it is that you want him to do.  Never punish or reprimand for something your dog has done after the fact.  A dog’s perception of time is not the same as ours.  You will confuse your dog if this happens too often.











